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Vehicles of the First Contingent 

A convoy of six different motor vehicles passes in review at Rockcliffe, Ottawa. A variety of vehicles equipped the 

First Canadian Contingent. Some were very good, but repeated breakdowns in England revealed an uncertain 

supply of spare parts. The Canadians were soon re-equipped with British kit, weapons, and vehicles.  

 

George Metcalf Archival Collection 

CWM 19910109-152  

https://www.warmuseum.ca/firstworldwar/objects-and-photos 
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They shall grow not old, 

as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, 

nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun, 

and in the morning, 
We will remember them. 

 

 

 

 The ‘Jack Hamilton Room’, lower level, office side of our Legion home on 13th Street East, 
now has a newly furnished board room. And for a picture refresh please check page 7 of the 
January 2021 Brandon Legionnaire. Since our Branch Covid shutdown, it has been impossible for 
Branch members to be able to see or for the present Legion executive to meet in this  welcoming 
space.    

 As we reach forward into April 2021, it is not difficult to reflect backwards to six months ago 
when a virtual production of Remembrance Day brought us together in mutual remembrance of 
Veterans past; respect for those amongst us and those still actively serving our country. And now 
over a year later and at the speed of a year we find ourselves in a universal battle against an enemy 
virus that is invading our world.  

 Since, 13 March 2020 we are all suffering the emotional pain of some kind of personal loss,   
separation from loved ones, loneliness and in so many cases the struggle for, and sometimes the 
failure at  survival. Are our feelings any different than those Veterans, we remember  as Legion 
members, when we speak the words of the Legion Act of Remembrance?  It appears that the 
personal battles are somewhat the same. However, the battlefields have moved into hospital beds, 
ICU units, and patient care homes around the globe. And, the victims are million upon millions of 
human beings.  

 What a strange enemy we are facing during this global epidemic. This enemy is silently 
moving amongst us … quietly looking for a weakened body;  someone or a person close by to the 
victim who has forgotten, neglected or refused to wear a mask.  And the Covid 19 global battlefields 
are everywhere, their battle stations manned  with scientists, doctors and front line workers the 
world over. Since the beginning, the  Covid  attack  has forced every human being to realize.... in 
order to take care of ourselves then we must, at the same time,  take care of others.  

 In the past, Veterans returned from war forever changed. Thankfully, they carried home with 
them hope for the future. And we, like them, must carry hope in our hearts that the fight for life 
against the virus enemy will become easier. And that we are all constantly reminded of the 
importance of sharing our space on earth, safely with those around us.  

  

  

http://www.legion.ca/
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Your Royal Canadian Legion is committed to making a 

 difference in the lives of Veterans and their families, 

 providing essential services in our communities, and        

remembering the men and women who sacrificed for our 

 country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RCLegion Brandon Branch  #3 Archives 

 John “Jack” Hedley Hamilton joined the Brandon Branch #3 in 1951 and was an active 
member until his death 29 July 2017. During his 70 years of Legion service, he collected, 
organized, scrapbooked, framed and shared the artifacts he left at the Branch for safe keeping. 
They can be found throughout the Branch and as the years have progressed they are now in 
need of some care and consideration both for their present and future life and care.  

 Time has arrived to begin this important archival project. I will be starting a basic analysis 
of the collection, and perhaps by September a working committee of volunteers can team up to 
get this very important preservation started.  

 A call for volunteers will go out probably in the September issue or prior on the Legion 
Facebook page. If you are interested in helping most important  and if you happen to have 
archival knowledge and expertise to share please consider joining the Brandon Legion Jack 
Hamilton Archival Project.  

 

 
 

Note: attached to the front cover  of Canada in 
Khaki BINDER No. HJP 26 Artifacts from the 
collection of comrade Harold James Pullaw, 
Brandon Mb June 1997 on loan to Brandon Br. 
No.3 

Inside cover of Canada in Khaki 

Published for the Canadian War 
Records Office  by 

The Montreal Star Publishing 
Company Limited  

1917  

http://www.legion.ca/
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Canadian Troops prepare for the day 
during the Battle of the Somme 

sometime between July 1 & November 
18, 1916. These pictures were taken 
from Canada in Khaki see page 3 for 

details. The photographs  were 
Canadian Official Photographs  1917 

Mail from Canada arriving at the Front 
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The Courcelette battlefield also saw another Allied innovation—
the first use of the tank in warfare.  
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Hello Linda!  I thought it time to communicate with some of the Legion Branches in Manitoba and, 
perhaps across the nation about a wonderful young WW1 soldier, named Frank Percival Dixon from 
Elkhorn, Manitoba (1898 - 1918).  

Several years ago, I picked up a copy of a book of Canadian Poetry and Prose of the First World War 
(edited by Barry Callaghan and Bruce Meyer) titled, "We Wasn't Pals" (Exile Ediitions, 2001) and found 
this amazing poem by Signaller, Frank P. Dixon from Elkhorn MB., who was killed on August 29, 1918 
during the Battle of Arras.  

The poem is titled, Cigarettes. I was blown away by the first stanza that begins with the line, - "When the 
cold is making ice cream of the marrow in your bones"! 

I have done a number of powerpoint presentations at the Barrie Legion (Br. 147) and in and around 
Simcoe County over the past few years. I have shared the first stanza of this poem in some of the 
presentations to help paint a picture on the soldiers' reliance on cigarettes to help calm nerves/sedate them 
and to give the audience an appreciation of trench life. (I am attaching a slide here which includes Frank's 
photo and the opening stanza of the poem, Cigarettes.) 

Recently, I joined Ancestry.ca and was fortunate to locate some of Frank's extended family. My hope was 
to track down more of his poems. 

Frank's mother, Ellen M. Dixon had published a book of his poems in 1937 called "War Time Memories in 
Verse" but I could not find a copy of the book.  (The Canadian War Museum have confirmed that they 
have a copy in their archives.) 

Carol Ogaranko, whose is an ancestor of one of Frank's siblings,  allowed me to copy some of the poems as 
jpegs. There are 40 pages of poetry in the book (booklet) and they are wonderful!  

I am sending you the front cover of the book of poems, plus,  Page 2 and 3 which includes his Mother's 
Foreword and two other jpegs with poems- a humorous one about his brother Willie's Wedding and the 
poem, Cigarettes. 

Linda, I am hoping you can assist in getting other Manitoba Legions to discover Frank's WW1 poetry. I 
am going to write up an article on the Barrie Legion FaceBook page about him and hope that other 
Legions, including the Brandon FaceBook page will share it. Frank was born on April 16, 1898.  I think it 
would be a great tribute to this young man who was just 20 when he paid the supreme sacrifice to have his 
name and his poetry recognized.  Maybe, we could gain some support on getting his book of poem's re-
published through the Legion?? 

I understand there is a Legion in Elkhorn but it would appear they don't have an active website/facebook 
page. Could you forward my email to other Legion contacts you have in Manitoba ? 

Many Thanks! (I will share Carol's email with you if she is ok with that..) 

Regards, 

Steve Glover, Barrie Legion Br. 147 Public Relations Officer and PRO  (Cell - 705-984-9843) 

Our Barrie Legion 147 FaceBook Page is at - https://www.facebook.com/legion147 

From:  Barrie Legion - Branch Historian 

To:  Linda Wakefield  Brandon Legion #3 

  WW1 Poet and Soldier from Elkhorn, Manitoba - Frank Dixon April 2, 2021 

12:29 PM 

 

callto:705-984-9843
https://www.facebook.com/legion147
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Royal Canadian Legion 

4 Richhill Ave W, Elkhorn, MB R0M 0N0 

(204) 845-2213 

 

Elkhorn Royal Canadian Legion Branch #58 

https://www.facebook.com/Elkhorn-Royal-Canadian-Legion-Branch-58-109303257125586/
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Royal Canadian Legion Brandon Branch #3 

560—13th Street EAST 

Brandon, MB R7A 7C1 

OFFICE:  Leave message at  204-728-5026 or  Office.Admin@rclbrandon003.com 

https://www.brandonlegion.ca/ 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Royal-Canadian-Legion-Branch-003-Brandon-MB/  

Brandon Legionnaire Branch #003 Editor - Linda Wakefield  please submit articles or 

pictures to mrswakes@mymts.net   

 

 

BRANDON BRANCH #003 ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 

2020 Executive 

PRESIDENT, C. Stumme 

1st VICE PRESIDENT, C. Gammack    

2nd VICE PRESIDENT,  Vacant 

SGT-AT-ARMS,  F. Pritchard. 

Deputy Sgt-At-Arms, R. McDonald 

SERVICE OFFICER,  M. Tallant 

CATERING,  E. Stumme 

One Year Term: L. Biel, R. Burgess,  

Two Year Term : T. Shand, R. Garcia, L. Wakefield, A. Addison 

 

 

 

LADIES AUXILIARY 2020 EXECUTIVE  

 

President :  Linda Leckie 204-724-5041 
Past President: Betty Persian 204-725-2691 

1st Vice President: Susan Klyne 204-717-0123 
  2nd Vice President:   Marg Melnyk 204-726-8188 

Sgt-at-Arms: Suzanne Cartier 204-922-4512 
Treasurer:  Pat Simmons 204-727-4591   

***** 

 

mailto:Office.Admin@rclbrandon003.com

